











Resource Map B: Existing Trails

Lafayette is a very walkable community, as compared to many, but still is considered “car dependent.” It
appears to have the potential to become one of the most walkable cities in this area. The existing Coal
Creek and Rock Creek Regional trails create a great spine of east/west and north/south corridors;
however, connections into these two corridors are currently limited. Other smaller corridors could
potentially tie into these two systems.

Walkscore (www.walkscore.com) is a website that rates cities around the country based on average
ability to walk to the most used community amenities (recreation, restaurants, schools, etc). It ranks
communities on a scale of 1 — 100, with the average score for the largest 2,500 communities coming
in at 43. Lafayette scores a 47, which is above average, but much lower than Boulder (64), Denver
(60), Golden (52), and just below Louisville (48), but above Longmont (44), Westminster (46), and Erie
(15).

Resource Map B: Existing Trails provides an overview of the existing system in 2012. See Appendix A
for a larger version of this map.
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New Trails

There are a number of new recent trails. These trails provide
good efforts toward a fully connected system. The new trail
west from 287 along Hwy 42 provides a good connection for
recreation and commuters to the large medical care complex.
From southern Lafayette neighborhoods, this trail connects
to the hospital and to the 287 trail that leads to central
Lafayette and Coal Creek. Eventually, this link will connect to
Louisville and Broomfield via a north/south trail linking Coal
Creek Regional Trail and Rock Creek Regional trail along 104",
When completed, this will be an important regional link in
southern Lafayette.

Key Trails Findings

The Rock Creek/Coal Creek Trail expansion has continued to e Trails are highly valued and
connect all present and future Broomfield/Boulder County are well-maintained

trails to Lafayette along the eastern edge. This will be one of e Top tier trails from 2005
the important north/south links, especially as it continues plan have been

toward Erie. The trails behind the Bob Burger Recreation implemented

Center and in the northern neighborhoods are well used and
in good condition. The same is true about the Waneka Lake
area loop. There are less improved connections east and west
as well as north and south, from Waneka Lake. Waneka Lake
is a secondary (to Downtown) pedestrian hub for the City.

e Next phase will be critical,
and more difficult
connections

e Need to manage social trails

Existing social trail connectors indicate a desire for better and consider integrating
access. There is a good overpass crossing at 287, although new natural surface

methods to access it from the system are unclear. Further opportunities

connectivity on either side of the overpass does not seem to e Need for better or more

be presently available. complete wayfinding system

Regional Connectivity

Trail connections planned and in place provide good looped travel and excellent connectivity to Erie to
the north, Louisville to the west and Broomfield to the south. There is no connection to Anthem to the
east with its extensive system of trails. There is no trail loop continuation across the west end of town or
the north end of the City. There is no comfortable crossing of 287 on the north end or the south end of
the City. Signalized crossings exist in multiple locations, but the only truly pedestrian friendly crossings
occur at the pedestrian overpass at John Breaux Park, the pedestrian walk associated with the Emma
Street bridge and the underpass at Coal Creek. The signalized intersections are functional but feel far
more automotive than pedestrian friendly. This highway truly bisects the future of the trail system, and
the next phase of connectivity appears to be critical, with more difficult connections.

Lafayette is fortunate in having the potential as one of the Overall, the trails appear well-
most walkable/cyclable cities in the Colorado Front Range, maintained, much loved, and highly
and there is strong stakeholder support for continued traveled.

enhancement of the trails and connectivity. The City’s

structure provides a dense center core with many or most life amenities very accessible to cyclists or
pedestrians. Presently, there is little alternative mode connectivity or perceptible recreational passages
through the center of town.
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Some trails such as Coal Creek are highly used by bicycles and show the effect on the soft surface.
Trailheads that are visible are well-used and valued, so more visible and accessible trailheads would be a
positive addition.

Perspective F: Trailshed Analysis
Perspective F (Trailshed Analysis) is another way of looking at a trail system and its connectivity to other
recreational opportunities within a system.
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Perspective Map F: Trailshed Analysis
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Access to a trail is defined as one-half mile proximity to any portion of a trail and therefore a trailshed
includes a one-half mile of the centerline of a trail. Using this definition, any facility located within that
one-half mile catchment area is afforded connection or access via that trail. Based on this map, one can
see that Lafayette has a number of trailsheds. Each trailshed is shown in a different color. Table 10
breaks down the facilities and components within the existing system that are serviced by each
trailshed. Lafayette has made great strides in trail development and the ultimate goal continues to be a
well connected city. Connecting two or more trailsheds increases this connectivity and the number of
facilities or components accessible to users. A recent highlight of this is the connection of the Rock
Creek and Coal Creek trails to create a single trailshed. From this table we can see that based on this
analysis the Coal Creek/Rock Creek Trailshed provides access to 4 indoor facilities, 41 outdoor locations,
6 schools, and 74 percent of all outdoor components in the inventory. A larger edition of this table is
available in Appendix A.
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Table 10: Facilities and Components Served by Trailsheds
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It was assumed that all components associated with a location that is within % mile of the trail are accessible (i.e. If you can access all of the components even if
the component is not located within 1/2mile of the trail). Trailshed market listed on major trail located within the trailshed.



Opportunities to Move Forward with Trails and System Connectivity

One of the key findings from this planning analysis is how important trails and a connected system are
to the City residents and key stakeholders. Trails are the number one desired component by the public.
They are also very important health and economic development factors.

Lafayette has the “bones” of an outstanding trail system. The
exterior loop and connections to other systems are
underway or completed. The City would benefit from
creating a detailed Multi-Modal Transportation Plan that
includes more detailed sidewalk and roadway analysis. Some
communities call this a Bike and Pedestrian Plan, but the
detailed plan should also address other modes of transportation, such as bus, skateboarding, electric
wheelchair, and Segway® usage. This planning effort should include all relevant city departments in
order to create a comprehensive and implementable plan that incorporates not only trails within
parcels, but also the open space corridors and on street trails. This plan would also address frequency
and distribution of waysides, trailheads, access points, and interpretation, along with staffing and
funding opportunities.

Trails are the number one desired
component from the public, and they
are also very important public health
and economic development factors.

As the City moves forward, it is important to also include current trails and walkability planning practices
such as “Complete Streets” (www.completestreets.org) , “Safe Routes to School,” “Safe Routes to Play”
(www.gpred.org/SRTP), and there are many best practices and tenets outlined by the Association of
Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals (www.apbp.org) and many other associations and organizations
that can help in future planning. A primary challenge may be in identifying dedicated staffing resources
to do so.
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Expertise for Susiainable Transporiation

When working with the public on this plan, there are a variety of ways to move forward and these can
be fully explored in the detailed plan.
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